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"The birch-bark manuscript of this commentary historical kavya
•was discovered first by Dr. G. Buhler, who, however, owing to its
mutilated condition, despaired of the recovery of its reading. Dewan
Bahadur Harbilas Sarda about 30 years ago made its contents first
known to scholars in a paper (Proceedings ASB. 1873). At last, the
eminent historian M, M* Gaurishankar Ojah and Pandit Chandradharjj
undertook the edition of the text of Prthvlrajavijayam from one
single MS. as a second has not been discovered till now. Panditji
has in a learned preface in English discussed the probable date and
the historical authenticity of this kSvya	
It is a significant fact that towards the close of the Hindu period
Kashmir was the home of Sanskrit learning and she supplied most of
the literary brains to Western and Central India while Gauda and
Magadha met the needs of Eastern India. We have a galaxy of
Kashmirian poets of this period such as Bilhan, Kalhan, Dalhan, Chand,
Jayanak, Jayaratha and "Yonaraja. M. M. Ojah says '* It is reasonable
to suppose that the work must have been written to celebrate the
great victory of Prithviraj over Shahab-ud-din Ghori in 1191 A. D.
immediately after the event. But his defeat and assassination in
1193 A.D., probably drove the poet back to his home in Kashmir."
It is doubtful whether the poet completed his work at all.'1
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